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2008 Legislative Priorities for the City of Norfolk
1) City Charter Changes: The City requests amendments to Norfolk City Charter section 114, which lists those positions exempt from the classified service, in order to add a clause addressing the status of personnel employed by Constitutional Officers and the Circuit Court Judges. 
Patron: Senator Miller
2) Real Estate Tax:  The City supports the second passage of a Constitutional Amendment resolution and enabling legislation that authorizes the establishment of a Homestead Exemption program in the Commonwealth.  Additionally, the City supports legislation that would allow for the separation of residential and commercial tax rates. The City strongly opposes any legislation that would limit local discretion in establishing real estate strategies such as cap limits. 
Patrons: Delegates Albo, Brink, Miller / Senators Northam, Whipple
3) Boarded House Fee: The City requests authority to impose a fee on properties with a boarded structure for more than one year, in which no action is taken to place the property in good repair and use. Current state laws limit the City’s ability to address boarded properties that meet minimum code requirements but still contribute to community blight. The City recommends that the fee be 15% of the property’s assessed value or $2,500 whichever is lower. In addition, the City proposes to require that the property owner submit a statement of intent, a plan and a timeline within 30 days of boarding the property that will describe the owner’s diligent, good-faith efforts to rehabilitate, such as applying for a loan or grant or listing the property for sale.  Owners who fail to respond or who do nothing would incur a quarterly civil penalty of $250 and/or face misdemeanor criminal charge for failure to file a statement of intent.
Patron: Delegate Miller
4) Environmental Review for $100,000 Projects: House Bill 3202 amended Virginia Code 10.1-1188 to require State environmental review of City projects involving roads, reconstruction or improvements of over $100,000. There is concern about the ability of the state to handle the volume of applications and that there may be extensive delays that interfere with local projects.  The wording “in connection with” could cause the requirement to extend to development projects where the City does over $100,000 of work on surrounding streetscapes. The City requests repeal of this requirement or an increase to the dollar threshold for project inclusion to $1,000,000.

Patron: Delegate Suit / Senator Miller
5) Organ Donor Consent: Section 32.1-283 of the VA Code requires law enforcement officers, among others, to obtain consent for the removal of transplantable tissue from the next of kin upon the death of any person from trauma, injury, violence poisoning, accident, suicide or homicide, or sudden death when apparently in good health. Due to the primary responsibility for the investigation of the death, the City requests that law enforcement officers be removed from this section of the code and that other appropriate professionals such as the medical examiner, physician, etc. retain this responsibility.

Patron: Delegate Alexander
6) Impersonating an Officer: The City recommends that this offense be upgraded from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 6 felony by amending VA Code Section 18.2-174. The Norfolk Police Department is currently analyzing case history in order to establish a proven pattern of this ongoing illegal activity.
Patron: Delegate Cosgrove
7) Regulation of Secondhand Dealers: The City supports authorizing legislation for the regulation of secondhand dealers to include “cash converters”. A task force of retailers, eBay, detectives and attorneys worked over the past several months to agree on a draft proposal to create a process similar to the current pawnbroker laws.
Patron: To Be Determined
8) Smoking Prohibition in Restaurants: The City supports the authority for all localities in Virginia to prohibit smoking in restaurants. The City of Virginia Beach and others will request this either through local charter authority or other amendments to the Virginia Code.

Patron: Delegate Howell
9) Hampton Roads Transportation Authority Amendments: The City supports limited amendments to the package of revenue and fees for the Hampton Roads Transportation Authority. Additionally, we oppose any proposals to modify the operations of the authority or authorized projects list.

Patron: Senator Blevins
2008 Funding Priorities for the City of Norfolk

1) School Funding: The City supports the re-benchmarking of the Standards of Quality and urges retention of current at-risk funding programs in order to provide the best possible education for Norfolk students.

2) Virginia Zoo Funding: The City requests $1 Million in the Non-state Agency Fund. The Virginia Zoological Park is in the final fundraising stage for the next phase of the zoo masterplan “Trail of the Tiger”.   $14.8 M has been raised of the $15.5 M campaign goal. Over 306,000 people visited the Zoo in 2006, 17% of which traveled from outside the Hampton Roads market. The Zoo has submitted the non-state agency funding request application with the VA Department of Planning and Budget.
3) Housing Trust Fund: The City requests the Commonwealth to establish a State Housing Trust Fund. This fund will provide matching funds to localities that already have, or will establish within one fiscal year, housing trust funds that help finance affordable housing and permanent supportive housing for the homeless. Localities will be required to provide local revenue or corporate sources as matching funds. 
4) PACT Team Funding: The City requests $800,000 through the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services (DMHMRSAS) to support a PACT Team in Norfolk. A PACT team, or Physician-assisted, Assertive Community Treatment Team, is a specific model of intensive services which is comprised typically of 10 professionals including a psychiatrist and nurse, as well as case managers and peer support specialists, who will provide home-based care to chronically homeless persons in a “housing first” approach.  This request is to help Norfolk implement the My Own Place project by addressing the service needs of 85 chronically homeless adults with serious mental illness. DMHMRSAS currently funds several PACT teams across the state including Norfolk.

5) Port Service Fees: Last year the General Assembly provided an additional $1 million for payment in lieu of taxes to the port host cities. The City of Norfolk requests that the General Assembly retain this level of funding for the next biennium. 
6) Norfolk Southern Right-of-Way: During the 2007 session, budget item #449.10 of the introduced budget included funding for acquisition of the Norfolk Southern Right-of-way (NS ROW) in Norfolk and Virginia Beach in the Transportation Partnership Opportunity Fund (TPOF). The Budget Conference Committee amended the approved projects of the TPOF to include only the Virginia Beach portion of the NS ROW located between Newtown Road and the Oceanfront.  The Norfolk portion of the NS ROW is part of the rail line for The Tide, the Norfolk Light Rail system.  The City requests passage of an amendment in the “caboose” budget bill to include the Norfolk portion of the NS ROW between Downtown Norfolk and Newtown Road.
7) Veterans Burial Funding: The City recommends $25,000 be provided to assist with funeral services at the Veterans Cemetery in Suffolk and Amelia County. Most expenses are covered with state and federal funding, but vaults are not.  Funding to cover this expense for burials would benefit veterans particularly the indigent. 
Statewide & Regional Issues to Monitor, Support or Oppose


1) Eminent Domain Authority: The City supports retention of current eminent domain authority for localities and housing authorities and opposes any restriction thereof. 
2) Payday Lending: The City supports additional limitations on the operations of pay day lending facilities to include capping of interest rates and creation of a statewide database to prevent multiple loans to any one consumer.

3) Telecommunications Tax:  The new 5% Telecommunications Tax has yet to provide revenue neutrality for localities. The City requests amendments to address the deficits experienced by local governments in 2007 and projected in future years.
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