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COPIES TO:  
 
SUBJECT: Budget - Ward One   
 
 
Marcus,  
 
 You had asked me for any budget issues regarding Ward One in the City 

of Norfolk. Though I have informally discussed some or all of these items with 

you in the past, I believe it appropriate to present my requests in writing for 

your benefit. I have the following requests:  

1. Co-occurring Drug and Mental Health Court: I have discussed 

with Chief Judge Junius Fulton of the Norfolk Circuit Court issues of the Mental 

Health Court and Drug Court. The Drug Court is run by Judge Fulton and the 

Mental Health Court is run by Judge Charles Poston. When an individual  has a 

mental health problem it is handled in the one court; if the person has a drug 

problem, it is handled in the other. However, many people are coming before 

the courts with two problems (especially veterans). An example would be a 

veteran with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) who commits a crime. 

Individuals with PTSD abuse narcotics and/or alcohol as an unauthorized self 

medication therapy. When an individual has both diagnoses, he does not qualify 

for either court and falls within “a donut hole.”  

Judge Fulton has recommended a combination of the two courts. He 

would handle twenty-five therapeutic places. Currently, it appears the fifty 

slots of the drug court and the twenty-five of the mental health court are full 



but there is a need to fill the hole. In this manner, a separate co-occurring 

track for veterans and others who may suffer from PTSD, depression, drug and 

alcohol addictions and have committed crimes are therapeutically placed.  

Two positions are needed for this co-occurring track. First would involve 

a CSB clinician.  The clinician, appears to be a new position (their staffing I am 

sure will be examined in the near future). Second is a probation officer for 

felony cases that would result in the twenty-five individuals being supervised in 

the co-occurring track. It appears that a probation officer costs approximately 

$75,000 and currently one functions through an MOU between the City and Drug 

Court.  

 Space is needed. There is space currently available at $12.50 per sq. ft. 

on a five year lease of 2,850 sq. ft. This space is owned by the Decker family 

and next to Probation and Parole. It allows for a group meeting area, a lobby 

and offices.  

 Further, the Mental Health Court has asked for $15,000 in funds to 

afford it the opportunity to do a five-year evaluation to validate the program 

as vehicle for Federal grants. This has been authorized under the previous 

manager and at this point is now due to be able to keep the court receiving 

funds. 

2. Mason Creek: Specifically with regard to Ward One, there has 

been discussion of dredging Mason Creek. I know this has come up in the past 

but I believe dredging could fall within flood abatement issues and may be 

brought to the Government’s attention when it comes to bidding of the 

pumping station to rectify Mason Creek flooding. I believed past budgets have 

included dredging as a line item. 

3. 4th View Interchange: This interchange at W. Ocean View Avenue 

continues to be a problem for the residents. I would like a review of how the 

interchange has become such a problem in its present state and what solutions 

to the current condition exist.  



4. Underground utility work at Wards Corner: Considering the 

future development and improvement in the area, please budget underground 

utility work at the Little Creek/Granby intersection.  

5. Denby Park Acquisition: Please continue apartment purchases in 

this area. Though not Ward 1, the eradication of blight effects the entire city. 

It was only after our collective political will and your acceptance, that 

acquisition is the solution to the problem, the initial purchases occurred. It was 

not happenstance that development in Wards Corner followed because of our 

purchases. It actually spurred it.  

6. Lastly, not involving issues of budget, I would again ask that I 

receive a report on the Glennwood Park Civic League building on Woodview 

Avenue and whether the architect has had an opportunity to meet with the 

families in that area.  

7. Again, I would like a courthouse meeting to discuss the current 

situation and setup of the bar library, bar association offices and restaurant 

that is on the first floor.  


